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opinions about many things. ... He was
specially attracted by the eternal-womanly
element in this system, which finds its purest
realisation in the person of the Virgin Mother
Mary. In moments when life seemed hard
and weary, and when he was unable to arouse
and cheer himself with philosophy and poetry,
he gladly turned for help and consolation to
the Virgin Mother.35 Certainly his poetry is
never sweeter or more dignified than when he
is addressing this " haven of refut," this

.....salvaeioun

Of hem that been in sorwe and in distresse.

Nothing better illustrates the simplicity
and sincerity of Chaucer's religious feeling,
than the tale of little St. Hugh. The story
of the Christian child decoyed away and
murdered by the Jews was commonly be-
lieved' in the Middle Ages. Indeed, it is said
that more than one anti-Semitic outbreak in
Russia during the past forty years has been
provoked by the relation of similar tales, and
we have just seen the conclusion of a " Blood-
ritual" case of the kind. The fierce racial
.and religious hatred which underlies belief in
the possibility of such a thing, is in itself
sufficiently terrible, and the story affords